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WIITE INDIANS

‘When I first read about the discovery of a tribe of white Indians
in the northwestern part of Paraguay, the matter did not interest me
in the least, for T am accustomed to these notices of discoveries which
are never confirmed, and which are nothing more than the fantasy of
gullible explorers. But now that Harvard has repudiated the story of
this discovery of the young ethnologist, who has bheen ealled an ‘‘inex-
perienced amateur’, and papers like the Transeript have had edito-
rials on it, it has oecurred to me that further annotations apropos of
this legend of white Indians, which not for the first time has appearer
in print, might be of interest.

Virgin America has always been full of the most fantastic legends—
the fountain of youth, which Ponce de Ledn sought ; E] Dorada, in the
search for which so many audacious Spanish conquistadores died: the
Amazons, those warlike women, lost in the jungles of the river which
today bears their name ; and the white Tndians, all of which have filled
innumerable pages of our history.

The fountain of youth, according to the ecommercial propaganda
ol certain sections, like Florida, has been found in the excellence of
their climates; some hygienists have found it in their systems, while
athers elaim that Dr. Voronoff, with his transplanting of glands has
at last found the origin of that ‘‘divine treasure’’.

El Dorado was nothing more than a product of the torrid imagina-
tions of the Spanish conquistadores, This legend had its origin in the
religious cercmonies of the Guatavita Indians of the Chibeha nation,
in what is today Colombia, when, in their offerings to their eods, they
immersed one of their ‘‘caciques’, his body dusted with the precious
metal, in the limpid waters of the sacred lagoon. A deseription of
this fantastie and primitive eeremony ean be found in the chronicles
of the conquistador Juan Rodriguez Fresle, to whom the story of
this tradition was passed on by the descendants of the Guatavitas,

©Academia Colombiana de Historia


biblioteca1
Texto escrito a máquina

biblioteca1
Texto escrito a máquina

biblioteca1
Texto escrito a máquina
©Academia Colombiana de Historia


906 THE HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORICAL: REVIEW

The legend of the Amazons is one which many of the historians of
the Conguest dwelt upon, but the origin of which really cannot be
traced. and which is paralleled only in Greek mythology. By an in-
explicable coineidence, the primitive inhabitants of America, long be-
fore the Spaniards crossed the ocean, talked of the Amazons, fabulous,
white women, whom they called *‘Comapuyares’’, that is, ‘‘women
with one breast mutilated’’. Other Indians called them ‘‘Cufianten-
fecuina’ (“‘women without husbands’).

(‘olombus heard very vague reports of these women in the Carib-

bean Islands: Orellano, one of the first explorers of the Amazonian
vegions, said he found these women eoming down the Marafion River.
When he arrived in Spain, there was so much noise made about the
disecovery of these fabulous women, that in FEurope they ended by
giving the name of the Amazon to the great river in South America,
instead of the name of its discoverer. The Jesuit Christoval de Acufia
left a little book with delightful details ahout this matter. Speaking
of the Amazons he says:
They are women of great valor, who have always kept apart from the ordinary
contacts with men, and although they have agreed that men should come to their
lands onee a year, they received them with weapons in their hands—namely, bows
and arrows—and do not loose their hold on them until they arc satisfied that the
men are known to them and had come in peaee; and leaving their weapons, they
all get into the cances or boats of the guesls, take their hammocks, earry them
to their houses, hang them where the owner knows he is received as a guest, and
after a few days they return to their country; but they repeat this trip every year
at the same time, The daughters that are horn from this union are kept and
brought up, but it is not eertain what they do with the boys who are born to
them.

Antonio de Herrera, in his Décaduas de la Conguistu, speaking of these
extraordinary women of aboriginal America, says:

Padre Fray Gaspar de Carvajal affirms that he and the others saw ten or
twelve Amazons fighting at the head of the Indians as eaptains, so eourageously
that the Indians did not dare turn hack, and he who fled hefore the Castilians
wis henten to death, These women geemed to them very tall, robust, and white,
with very long hair, braided and coiled about the head, naked, their seeret parts
covered, their bows and arrows in their hands.

Indians in America who look like the Japanese or Malayans do not
surprise anyone. There have been many conjectures regarding the
origin of these races. Nor do the white Indians surprise nus. We have
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seen them right here at New England fairs. They are ‘‘mestizos’’,
hallfbreeds, who exist in all parts of this continent, absorbed by civil-
ization, and there are others who, for explicable reasons, may not he
connected with eivilization, but they never form eompact and exten-
sive iribes. Ever since the first days of the conquest there have been
extraordinary cases of white men lost in the jungles wha have gone
native and mingled freely with the Indians.

Salis, in his admirable history of the conquest of Mexico, tells us
how Cortés, upon arriving at the Isle of Cozumel, on his way to the
conguest of the Aztee Kmpire, heard of the existence of white men in
Yucatan, a territory which had not yet been visited by any Spanish
expedition. Some days later he succeeded in redeeming Jerénimo de
Aguilar, who was such a help to him later as an interpreter in the
conquest of Mexico. This Aguilar was from Ecija, in Spain. With
twenty other companions he erossed from Darien to Santo Domingo,
lands alrcady settled by the Spaniards, but they were shipwrecked, and
were washed to the shores of Yucatan, where they fell into the hands
of cannibal tribes. DMost of them were sacrificed to idols, and were
later eaten. The leaner ones, among them, Aguilar, were separately
put into a sort of cage, where they were fattened for a second festival.
Aguilar escaped, fled as best he could, and came to an enemy tribe,
and as he was very useful to them, he gained their confidence and
saved his life. When the Spaniards found him after eight years of
living in the jungles, he was a completely primitive man, painted like
the other Indians, earrying his quiver of arrows and speaking Castil-
ian with great diffienlty.

Another Spaniard, Gonzalo Guerrero, one of Aguilar's compan-
ions, refused to join his compatriots, and preferred the primitive life
of the forests. Believing that he was lost forever, he had married a
wealthy Indian woman, and had four children by her whom he loved
and to whom he preferred to be faithful.

In Colomhia, my country, we also have the legends of white In-
dians. It is about the indomitable Motilén tribe who live as inde
pendently as in the days prior to the conguest. They live on the
slopes of the Andes, hetween Colombia and Venezuela, a little to the
south of Goajira and not far from the Liake of Maracaibo, where large
cil deposits have heen found, and their deadly arrows shot from the
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mysterious forests make them feared even today by the oil men there,
who have to exercise great eare and precaution in those regions.

The Motilén Indians are tall and robust, and many of them have
brown eyes and light hair. They have an ineradicable hatred for the
white man, who has not yet been able to tame them. The reasons for
these physical characteristics is clearly found in the pages of history :
The Motilones, like many other tribes, fell unexpectedly, like an av-
alanche, upon several Spanish settlements. They killed the men, stole
all they eould, destroyed everything that was left, and drageed the
women and children off with them. No one ever heard of those un-
fortunates again, who, like Aguilar and Guerrero in Yueatan, having
lost all hope, ended by adopting the life of the savage and even came
to love the jungle and their primitive companions,

This explains the present story of white Indians. They are mere
incidents in the proecess of the human race. The paternity of these
discoveries is like innumerable others.

ExriQquE NaraNgo M.

IHonorary Consul of Colombia,

Boston, Mass.
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